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April is the first full month of spring and with that, we can enjoy the warmer weather and the longer
days. Giving you more time to get out on the course to play or practice. This time of year happens to be when
the annual Masters Tournament is played at Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Georgia. This year the
tournament is April 11-14.
Watching the previous tournament winner place the green Masters jacket on the new champion always
makes me want to pick up the clubs and play a round. You may have to say an amen or two on a few of our
holes even though we don’t have an “Amen Corner”. Our lack of azaleas will be quickly overlooked when you
spot our knockout roses and red yuccas that are in bloom on the course and around the clubhouse.
Drop by the Golf Shop to see our new spring and summer clothing. You can look like a Pro even if
you don’t always play like one. When you buy a regular priced shirt, we will give you your member discount
plus an extra 10% off, which is an overall discount of 25%!
We have a few member specials this April you will want to take advantage of on the course, as well:
Mondays – Individual members can play for $25 after 4:00pm. Gold, Silver and Range Pass Members can
bring a friend to play for the same great value.
Wednesdays – 25% off your meal at the Raven’s Grille.
Sundays – Enjoy an early twilight! Individual and Range Pass Members pay the Twilight rate starting at
12:00pm. Gold and Silver Pass Members can bring a friend to play for the same great deal.

Easter Brunch - Sunday, April 21
Easter is only a few weeks away, so while you are gathering Easter eggs and hunting for your baskets
don’t forget to reserve your table brunch. We believe there is no better place to celebrate than our delicious
brunch at Texas Star!
Call Raven’s Grille at 817-685-1843 to reserve your spot. As a friendly reminder, Raven’s Grille will open
from 7:00am to 9:00am and serve the regular brunch menu before closing to prepare for Easter Brunch. During
Easter Brunch, we will offer seating times by reservation only from 10:30am to 1:30pm.

Charles Smith Wine Dinner April 13, 6:30pm
In 1999, while on a road trip to Walla Walla, WA, Charles Smith met a
winemaker who convinced him to start making his own wine and in 2001, Charles
released 330 cases of his first vintage. Eight years later, he would be named Winemaker
of the Year by Food & Wine magazine and again in 2014; in 2010, Seattle Magazine
recognized Charles as its "Winemaker of the Year"; by Wine Enthusiast.
Charles’ knowledge of and respect for old world winemaking techniques coupled
with his commitment to how people actually drink wine are what make his wines so
unique.
Come explore these lovely wines paired with a delicious menu selected to complement
each of the 4 wines. This 4 course meal with wine pairing is only $60 per person plus gratuity, space is limited
so reserve your spot at the table soon.

Tips from the pro ……. Dan Walden, Golf Pro
Wedges - Bounce and Grind
There has been a lot of information over the past two years about the importance
of bounce and grind on your wedges that I am going to delve into throughout this
segment. First, let’s take a look at the details of your wedges.
Do you know the loft of your 9-iron? You can’t set yourself up for success unless you know how to customize
your wedge line up. Today’s 9-iron is now yesterday’s 8-iron or close to it. What used to be a 44-degree 9-iron
is now the pitching wedge in most sets. So first, go find out what your loft is in your 9-iron. You can do this on
Google or have a staff member in the Golf Shop look it up for you. Then 4 to 6-degrees of loft for each wedge
from there up to 14 total clubs. You may want to gap your 3 to 5-iron by 8-degrees if you find you are lacking
a wedge on the high end.
If you have a 40 to 42-degree 9-iron then you will want to find out what your pitching wedge is, as well
if it is part of the set. If it’s after market than you can just look at it. When it comes to wedges you do not want
more than 12 yards of distance between wedges. This means that if your pitching wedge is 44 to 45 degrees
then you will need a 48 to 50-degree wedge, 54 to 56, and 58 to 60, which comes out to four wedges in all.
Sacrifice the lower-lofted irons, not the higher-lofted ones, which will help you score.
Bounce is the angle from the leading edge of the club face to the trailing edge. There are pros and cons
with more bounce versus less bounce. More bounce is typically more forgiving in and around the greens but
not so much on fuller swings. Which is why 50 to 52-degree wedges have 10 or less degrees of bounce. The
higher the bounce on fuller swings will result in higher ball flights. I recently tested a 52-degree with 12
degrees of bounce and one with 8 degrees of bounce. Because the ball was launching higher it actually
generated less spin and about 5 yards less carry than the 8-degree of bounce which produced about 600 rpm of
spin more with a lower launch and better carry.
Don’t just settle on a loft, get the bounce right as well. Grinds will help you more around the greens –
full grinds allow for a more square face while mid or shaved grinds will help with versatility. Most
manufacturers are now putting letters to differentiate grinds. All of these can be tested to find which grind will
work best for your game. There is a lot of information here and I could go on and on about this. So if you have
questions please come by and get clarification so you’re hitting the right stuff.

MGA Masters Tournament
This should be a great event this year! Play will start at 8:30am, April 13. Each player will blindly
draw a Professional Player from the pool of those playing in the Masters. You will then combine your NET
score and your players’ score for a final score total. All professional players will be those who make the cut, so
no need to worry too much about your selection. The deadline to sign up is Wednesday, April 10 at 5:00pm.
This is a firm sign-up deadline so that we can get an accurate count for your lunch after play. Cost to enter is
$35.00 plus your regular green fee on Saturday morning. Please call the Golf Shop at 817-685-1865 to sign up.

Junior Golf Update
The season begins in late April. Practice will be on Saturday evenings at 5:00pm - weather permitting.
Sign-ups for the league and our Jr. Program are still open and we welcome children ages 8 – 13 who are
looking to play golf and have some fun. Contact Jeff Langas, at 817-685-1860 for more information.

Mother's Day Brunch
Don’t forget Mother’s Day is just next month, falling on Sunday, May 12. Raven’s Grille will be
offering our Mother’s Day Brunch again this year from 10:30am to 1:30pm. This is great way for the whole
family to enjoy a meal together while celebrating moms! The best part, no one has to wash the dishes!
Whether your family is small or large, we can accommodate you. Make your reservation soon as space fills
up quickly; call 817-685-1843 to assure your spot.

Superintendent’s Soapbox ....Scott Boven
Spring is officially here, and with it comes the much-anticipated official kickoff of golf and
tournament season. Even though the turf has started to green up and actually grow a little after winter, the
added heavy traffic from this time of year can definitely be brutal on the heavily used areas of the golf course
such as on tees and along edges of cart paths. This makes it even more important to do our share as golfers to
minimize the negative impact of our rounds to the turf-grass. A few things we can all do to help are as
follows:
When taking practice swings, especially on tees, be careful not to make actual divots. It not only
causes unnecessary damage to the turf, but also is hard on your clubs and bodies.
Fill the fairway and tee divots with sand from bottles on carts.
Do not enter the environmentally sensitive areas for any reason. It takes very little foot traffic to beat down
the taller native grasses and disturb the thick cover for wildlife that they provide.
Obey the cart rules and return to cart path at different locations every time in order to avoid creating a
“dirt road” back to the cart path. This is especially important on tree-lined holes, as most of ours are, due to
the turf already being weak from lack of sunshine. Always be aware of wet or worn spots in turf and avoid
these areas with carts.
Most importantly, repair ball marks on greens. This is easily the most important thing we can all do to
improve playability to our golf course. As always, thanks for your support and help with these issues and
hope to see you all out on the course soon.

Ryder Cup Results

Jeff Langas

After rescheduling three times due to the weather, the MGA Ryder Cup was held on the
weekend of March 15. Sunday, St. Patrick’s Day, was the day for the Green Team when they
secured the win with the score of 28 to 20. On day one, the White Team took the early lead with a score of 9 to
7 after the Saturday team matches. The White Team really could have put on the pressure with their early
domination, but the afternoon alternate shot format favored the Green Team to keep the score close going into
Sunday. The main highlight on Saturday was the hole in one carded by RL Stidger who aced Hole #3. Once the
Sunday single matches were under way, the Green Team started to make their move and never looked back by
outscoring the White Team on Sunday 21 to 11. This was the first win for captain Jeff Langas in the MGA
Ryder Cup, and he was very proud of his teammates who helped to get that monkey off his back.

The champion Green Team members: Chris White, Jason Carter, Jordy Vetter, Ken Kilpatrick, Rob
Weseman, Dan Weaver, Tim Gehm, Tim Stinneford, Scott Hearrington, Brad Haga, Tom Hogue, Buddy Burns,
Gui Mairena, John Cramer, and Keith Andresen.

Vinyl Stripes in Concert April 5

7pm

The Vinyl Stripes keep the early days of rock and roll alive with their
unique blend of rockabilly tunes and surf guitar sounds. The three members of
the band are veteran musicians who have played virtually every style of music
imaginable, but now they want to highlight the songs that started it all.
Join us Friday night, April 5, for a lively concert. No admission, open
to all, food and cash bar will be available.

Helpful Numbers

Grille

Glenda Hartsell-Shelton
General Manager

April Specials
Monday

Thursday

Liver and Onions $7.95
Soup: Cream of Potato

Beef Enchiladas $8.95
Soup: Santa Fe Black Bean

Tuesday

Friday
Fish and Chips
Soup: Clam Chowder

TX Star Burger $5.00
Soup: Beef and Barley

Dessert of the Month
Cheesecake & Strawberry Sauce

Wednesday
Chicken Pot Pie $8.95

Vegetable of the Month
Country Style Green Beans

Soup: Tomato Tortellini

April Birthdays
Mitchell Austin
Peter Bendor-Samuel
Dirk Bundle
Buddy Burns
Paul Fannin

Chip Graham
George Hopper
John Johnson
Shawn Kissinger
Steve Lowke

Peyton Swilley
Alex Rotonen
Joseph Teague
Scott Wagner
Chris White

685-1859

Golf Shop & Lessons
Dan Walden
Head Golf Professional
Jeff Langas
Assistant Golf Pro

685-7888
685-1841

Course Maintenance
Scott Boven
Golf Superintendent
Patrick Voss
Asst. Superintendent

685-1658

Conference Center
Leslie Conley
Coordinator

685-1845

Raven’s Grill
John Aritua
Chef
Scott Foster
Food & Bev. Manager
Stephanie Kennemer
Asst. F&B Manager
Jon Whitlock

685-1843
685-1852

Member Relations
Kenzie Kino

685-1849

685-1847

Upcoming Events

Welcome New Members
Gregg Brunk

Sonny Simpson

April 5

Vinyl Stripes in Concert

Chip Graham

Danny Renteria

April 13

MGA Master

Josh Dowdy

Thomas Chapman

Hyun Kim

Brian Schulter

April 21

Easter Brunch

In Ae Kim

James Ferguson

May 12

Mother’s Day Brunch

admintxstar@eulesstx.gov

•

April 13 Charles Smith Wine Dinner

www.TexasStarGolf.com

•

817-685-1849

