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We Wish You a Happy New Year ...Glenda Hartsell

As we begin a new year, | want to thank each of you for being part of the
Texas Star family. January is a time for fresh starts, reflection, and setting goals,
@ and that is certainly true here at Texas Star.
Looking back, the past year was one of progress and perseverance. The renovation was a significant

undertaking, and your patience and support throughout the process did not go unnoticed. Because of that
partnership, Texas Star enters the new year stronger, healthier, and well positioned for continued success.
Our maintenance team remains focused on protecting the course through the winter months, ensuring the
long-term quality of the greens and playing surfaces while keeping the course as playable as conditions
allow.

Winter golf brings its own pace. Frost delays, cooler mornings, and shorter days are all part of the
season, but they are also critical to the health of the course. Your cooperation and understanding during frost
delays are greatly appreciated. Your support helps preserve turf quality and ensures better playing
conditions as we move toward spring.

January is also a time to look ahead. Planning is underway for upcoming MGA tournaments and
member events. Raven’s Grille will continue to welcome both golfers and non-golfers alike throughout the
year, and the Conference Centre remains a great space for your upcoming meetings and special events.

On behalf of our entire golf operations, maintenance, food and beverage, and events staff, thank you
for your continued loyalty and support. We are proud of what Texas Star represents and excited about what
lies ahead.

We wish you a healthy and happy New Year and look forward to seeing you at the course soon.

Winter Golfing Special

In our neck of the woods, we understand the quirks of the weather. One day we’re basking in sun-
shine and warmth, and the next we’re greeted by a frosty, freezing counterpart. But there’s no need to fear
the chill because we’ve got you covered, quite literally.

Warm Up Your Game at the Golf Shop

Step into the Golf Shop, your go to spot for winter golf essentials. Check out our cold-weather appar-
el designed to keep you comfortable on the course, no matter what the weather decides to do. Browse a great
selection of shirts and jackets that are perfect for layering, and don’t overlook the importance of a reliable
pair of gloves to keep your hands warm and your grip steady.

After picking up your golf necessities, head out for a great round at your home course, Texas Star.
Even on the coldest, cloudiest days, you’re bound to find a little sunshine somewhere along your round and
maybe even make a few swings worth remembering.

To kick off the New Year, we’re offering a great winter value throughout January:

Shining Star and Range Pass members: Play for $25 after 1:00 PM, Monday—Thursday.
Gold and Silver Pass members: You can extend this same deal to one guest, so you can share the fun.



Tips from the Pro... By Dan Walden

Welcome to a new year! 4
Many of you are already setting goals for 2026, and now is the perfect time to get i I

both yourself and your golf clubs ready for the upcoming season. Here are a few helpful
reminders and ideas to make sure you start the year on the right track:

Grips:

A typical grip lasts around 100 rounds before it should be replaced. Just like how wedge grooves
wear down after about 75 rounds and reduce spin, worn grips can affect feel, tackiness, and stability
throughout your swing. Oils and dirt from your hands build up over time, altering performance. Sometimes
a simple cleaning with warm, soapy water can restore some of the tack, however, nothing compares to the
feel and performance of new grips.

Loft and Lie Angles:
This time of year, many golfers practice on mats. Because mats are less forgiving than turf, repeated

impact can alter the loft and lie of your clubs. If you’re a player who takes sizable divots, that can also
influence the clubhead’s bend over time. Having your loft and lie checked—and making sure your clubs are
properly “gapped” can help restore consistent distance control.

Equipment Review:
Now is an excellent opportunity to evaluate your golf bag. Make sure the clubs you’re using match

your skill set and your goals. I often give lessons where the biggest challenge isn’t the swing it’s that the
equipment doesn’t fit the player. In many cases, updating or adjusting your gear, especially your longer
clubs, can make an immediate impact on your game.

Rules of Golf:
This is also a great time to review some of the common rules: water hazards, ball at rest being moved

or bumped, relief from wet areas, and ground under repair. Understanding the rules not only helps clarify
situations you encounter on the course but can also help speed up play. Take a moment to look into the
proposed rule changes for next year so you’re prepared when they take effect. I hope everyone enjoyed a
wonderful holiday season, and I look forward to a great year of golf in 2026!

We were thrilled with the incredible turnout at our Staff Appreciation Event on
December 13! Members came together for an enjoyable and meaningful round of golf in
support of our Course Maintenance staff. It was wonderful to see so many members and guests
show their appreciation through both participation and donations, recognizing the hard work and
dedication our staff provides day in and day out.

The competition was lively and close, with the event concluding in a two-team tie for first place. Team
Smith, Smith, Haffner, and Haffner and Team Rudolf, Cerovski, Rogers, and Cheves each posted an
impressive team score of 19-under par. A scorecard playoff was required to determine the winner, with Team
Smith ultimately taking top honors.

Most importantly, the spirit of the day was about gratitude. A sincere thank you to everyone who
played, donated, and helped make this event a success. Your continued support and contributions to our
Maintenance and service staff mean a great deal and truly make a difference.

Up Next is our MGA New Year’s Party, on January 9, at 5:30pm.
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A special thanks to all the members who contributed to the Service Staff

W%w Christmas Fund and those who participated in the MGA Grounds Crew fund.
Your generosity and support for the staff are greatly appreciated.



Superintendent’s Soapbox... by Seott Boven

To Tarp or Not to Tarp, That is the Question
Now that the unseasonably high temperatures we
experienced this fall are behind us and we have transitioned into

a more typical winter weather pattern, I thought it would be a
good time to remind everyone about the possibility of covering
our greens and why we do so. There are many differing opinions
and approaches from one golf course to another on this topic, so

the information below provides a general overview of what we :
consider when making the sometimes-difficult decision of whether or not to cover the greens.

First and foremost, the purpose of using covers or tarps on putting greens is to protect our warm-
season turf from severe cold temperatures, which can cause delayed growth and damage that may not become
apparent until the following spring. This is similar to covering tender plants at home with burlap or sheets, or
even bringing them indoors during a hard freeze. The tarp helps trap heat from the soil, and its dark color
allows whatever sunlight is available to further warm the turf underneath. In my opinion, however, the most
important benefit of covering the greens is preventing our sand-based putting surfaces from drying out,
which can happen very quickly during extended periods of dry north winds and cold temperatures. The
combination of a dry root zone and low temperatures presents the greatest risk of turf damage.

There is a wide range of philosophies on this practice. Some courses rarely, if ever, use covers, while
others in our area utilize them quite frequently. Many factors beyond temperature alone influence our
decision, including soil moisture levels, forecasted wind speeds, shade, member and guest expectations, soil
temperatures entering a cold snap, and the time of year. Because of these variables, it is difficult to define a
precise temperature threshold that automatically triggers the use of covers. Generally speaking, however, if
temperatures are expected to remain below freezing for 24 consecutive hours, or if lows are forecasted to fall
below 25 degrees and daytime highs are not expected to reach at least 50 degrees for several days, we will
most likely cover the greens.

As mentioned, these guidelines are general and may not always be followed exactly if other
contributing factors are not aligned. The good news is that the conditions requiring course closures and the
use of covers are typically not conducive to enjoyable golf anyway, so the impact on play is usually minimal.
Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation with this necessary maintenance practice.
Hopefully, we will not experience too many severe cold periods this winter.

Culinary Delights at Raven’s Grille
Make Raven’s Grille part of your January routine! Enjoy 25% off meals every Monday
and Wednesday in January (alcoholic beverages excluded).

Y Keep an eye out for our Valentine’s Day special menu, paired with an excellent wine
selection. Reservations open on January 19. Book early to secure your spot!

As you make plans for the new year, remember that the Texas Star Conference Centre is here to help
you be the hostess with the mostest. Whether you know exactly what you want or are just beginning to plan,
our team is ready to help.

Call Leslie or Caulder to assist with setting up your special event or meeting. From the first idea to the
final details, they can guide you through every step to ensure your event is a success.



Raven’s Grille January Daily Specials

Monday:

Liver and Onions $10.95
Soup: Black Eye Peas

Tuesday:

Smothered Brisket Burrito $10.95
Soup: Beef Stew

Wednesday:

Honey Garlic Pork $10.95
Soup: Minestrone

Thursday:

Lobster Roll $12.95
Soup: Potato Leek

Friday:

Hot Honey Tender Mac & Cheese $11.95

Soup: Tuscan Shrimp

January Birthdays

Jacob Allen Barry Henson
Curtis Ambrose Phil Holmes
Darin Black Will Lance
Steve Bindas Don Perfect
Jerry Brandt Gil Russo

Bill Byers Joe Romanko
Tom Choi Bradley Schram
Nancy Cole Kristy Shaw
Johnathan Davis Fred Wagner
Ava Franco Jerry Williams
John Garsaud Michael Witt
Ed Henderson

Dates to Remember

January 1

February 21
Raven’s Grille Closed

MGA RED Ball

Golf Shop open 7am-4pm  Team Event

January 9 February 14

MGA New Event Brunch  Vajentines Dinner in
Raven’s Grille

January 19

Martin Luther King Day =~ March 14

Texas Star is open MGA St Patrick
Tourney

Vegetable:
Roasted Parmesan Baby Corn

Dessert:
Nutella Strawberry Crepe w/ Ice Cream  $6.95

App of the Month
Fried Mozzarella Sticks

$5.95

Golf Shop

& Lessons
817-685-7888

Glenda Hartsell-Shelton 685-1859
General Manager

Golf Shop
Dan Walden

Head Golf Professional
Logan Merchant

Assistant Golf Professional

685-7888
685-1841

685-1840

Course Maintenance
Scott Boven
Golf Superintendent
Todd Stinson
Asst. Superintendent

685-1658

685-1843
685-1891

Raven’s Grille
Brent Jackson
Chef
Stephanie Kennemer
F & B Manager
Traci Morin
Asst. F & B Manager

685-1847

Conference Centre
Leslie Conley
Conference Centre Manager
Caulder Stapleton 685-1852
Assistant to Conference Centre Manager

685-1849

685-1845

Member Relations
Brittany Wilson-Washington

admintxstar@eulesstx.gov
The Shooting Star is a monthly

publication dedicated to the members of Texas Star
www.TexasStarGolf.com




