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Texas Star is Truly a Shining Star   

 We were thrilled when AvidGolfer announced its Best Public Golf Courses in November, naming 

Texas Star the Best Public Golf Course in DFW – West. As exciting as that recognition was, it didn’t stop 

there. The January edition also featured Texas Star in the cover story, along with a wonderful hole-by-hole 

course review. We truly appreciate the recognition and the compliments shared about the course. 

 We know the summer renovation closure created challenges for our members and guests, and we 

are grateful for your patience during that time. However, restoring the course to the high standards you 

and guests expect was a necessary investment. Your patience and understanding throughout that process 

meant a great deal to us. Seeing those efforts acknowledged through AvidGolfer accolades and positive 

golfer reviews makes it all the more rewarding. 

 While this winter has been very mild so far, we all know this is Texas and conditions can change 

quickly. Fortunately, as I am writing this we have only had one cold snap that required covering the 

greens.  While covering greens can be inconvenient, it is done with long-term turf health in mind, and we 

know you appreciate the results when spring arrives. 

 As we move into February, let’s hope the groundhog doesn’t see his shadow or that the Farmer’s 

Almanac prediction holds true with a mostly mild February and only a few brief cold spells. Either way, 

there should be plenty of great golf days ahead. 

 Below are some February specials designed to help get you out on the course and enjoying your 

time at Texas Star. We look forward to seeing you soon! 

February Specials 

• In February, the month of love, wear red or pink on Sundays after 12:00 PM and Shining Star, Range 

Pass, and Corporate members play for cart fee only. Annual Pass members may bring a guest to play 

for just $35. (Guests do not need to wear red or pink.) 

• On Monday Shining Star and Range Pass members can play after 1:00 PM for just $25. Annual Pass 

members may bring a guest to play for $25. 

Raven’s Grille Special 

• Join us at Raven’s Grille after your round on Mondays or Wednesdays from 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM and 

enjoy 25% off appetizers with the purchase of a drink or entrée. 

Raise Your Glass to Celebrate National Margarita Days  

Join us Feb 21 &22  from 3:30 PM to 5:30 PM for $4.00  margaritas and raise a glass to this 
delightful drink! 



 

 

     Tips from the Pro….      Golf Pro Dan Walden  
     

Rules of Golf    
                  

 Learning the Rules of Golf is an important part of becoming a better and more confident player. A 

solid understanding of the rules helps improve pace of play, prevents unnecessary penalties, and allows 

golfers to handle on-course situations correctly, without frustration or debate. Knowing common rules 

such as relief options, penalty areas, putting-green procedures, and when a ball must (or must not) be 

played as it lies leads to smoother rounds and greater respect for fellow players. When everyone 

understands the basics, the game becomes more enjoyable, fair, and efficient for all. 

 The Rules of Golf continue to evolve with the goal of making the game more accessible, faster, 

and easier to understand. Recent updates have focused on simplifying procedures, encouraging “ready 

golf”, and reducing penalties that do not give a player an unfair advantage. Changes such as expanded 

relief options, clearer guidance on dropping procedures, and a continued emphasis on pace of play reflect 

an effort to modernize the game while preserving its traditions. Staying current with these updates 

ensures golfers are playing correctly and benefiting from rules designed to enhance the overall 

experience on the course. 

 As an example, there has been recent discussions about a potential change to free-drop 

procedures. Rather than using one club length, the proposed idea would limit the drop area to 

approximately the length of a standard scorecard about 6 to 8 inches. This concept has been introduced at 

the PGA Tour level and may be reviewed by the USGA in the future. Whether or not it is adopted 

remains to be seen, but it highlights the ongoing effort to simplify the game. 

 As for relief from a ball in a divot one of the most frequently requested rule changes there is still 

no official movement on that front, despite its popularity among players (including many here at Texas Star).  

 Staying informed and using the Rules of Golf to your advantage can only help your game. It’s 

never too late to learn or relearn the rules. 

    

              Red Ball Challenge MGA Event 
  

 On Saturday, February 21st, grab your favorite playing partners and join us for some 

fun and friendly competition at the Red Ball Challenge!  

This unique team event adds excitement to every hole, with two scores counted per hole: 

• Red Ball score- DOUBLE BOGEY MAX 

• Team Scramble Low NET score 50% handicap- BOGEY MAX 

Each team will receive one red ball. Before the round begins, teams must set a rotation order 

determining which player will use the red ball on each hole. The rotation continues throughout the 

round and cannot be changed once play begins. 

All remaining players will play SCRAMBLE Format-Bogey Max.  

Tee Assignments 

• Red Ball player: RED tees       • All other players: WHITE tees 

Lost Red Ball Rule : If the red ball is lost, the designated player will continue playing from the 

RED tees using their own ball, and the rotation will remain the same. A one-stroke penalty per 

hole will be applied to the Red Ball score for the remainder of the round. 

 Gather your team and enjoy a fun, strategic format that keeps everyone engaged from start 

to finish! Saturday, February 21 Shotgun Start 8:30 a.m. Sign up in the Golf Shop or online at: 

https://www.golfgenius.com/ggid/txsmga26  

 

 

 



Superintendent’s Soapbox… by Scott Boven  
 
Winter Play & Course Care 

 Each February, my newsletter article traditionally focuses on winter wear 

and tear and how golfers can help protect the course while still enjoying their 

rounds. This year is no different. 

Over the past four to five years, we’ve seen a steady increase in rounds played. That growth is great for 

the game of golf and for Texas Star, but it also brings added stress to the golf course, especially during 

the winter months. With turf in a dormant state, it is unable to recover from damage until spring. Divots, 

ball marks, and traffic wear that occur now will remain visible for months if not properly addressed. 

Because of this, winter is the most important time of year to practice good course etiquette. A few simple 

habits during your round can make a significant difference in how the course emerges in the spring: 

Always repair ball marks on greens. Unrepaired ball marks will not heal on their own during winter and 

must be manually fixed. 

 Fill fairway and tee divots using the sand bottles provided on the carts. 

Avoid unnecessary divots during practice swings and refrain from hitting multiple balls off the first tee. 

These small adjustments can cut divot damage nearly in half. 

Watch for wet or weak turf areas and avoid walking or driving through them. When entering and exiting 

greens, try to vary your access points to reduce concentrated wear. 

 Keep carts on the paths whenever possible. Dormant turf is far more vulnerable to traffic damage, 

even from brief exposure. 

By keeping these wintertime practices in mind, the course will survive the season and go into spring in 

much better condition.  

As always, thank you for your cooperation and helping take care of the course. 

Valentine’s Day in the Raven’s Grille 

 Celebrate Valentine’s Day at Raven’s Grille, where our casual dining space will be transformed 

into an elegant setting featuring black tablecloths, candlelight, and a specially planned Valentine’s 

menu. Guests may enjoy the evening with thoughtfully paired courses or select their favorites à la 

carte, creating the perfect dining experience for a memorable night out.  

 Please note that our regular menu will not be available that evening so if you’re craving 

Chicken Fried Steak, this will not be the night for it. However, we are delighted to present a delicious 

Valentine’s Day menu designed to make the evening truly special. 

       Come a little early to enjoy a glass of wine or have a casual conversation with 

your date after dinner in our pop-up lounge adjacent to the dining room.   

Reservations are required, and seating fills quickly. Don’t miss this outstanding dining 

experience! Reserve your table early and let us help you celebrate love in style.  

 Call 817-685-1847 to make your reservation.  

 Congratulations to Ian Anthony, son of Texas Star member Neil Anthony , on being 
named Head Golf Professional at Mira Vista Country Club!  This is a wonderful and well-

deserved accomplishment, and we wish Ian much success in his new role.  



February Daily Specials  
Fridays - $11.95 

Fish and Chips   

Soup: Clam Chowder 
 

Dessert of the Month:   

Black Forest Cheesecake 

Vegetable of the Month 

Garlic Ginger Bok Choy 

Appetizer of the  Month  

Loaded Potato Skins 

Adam Adile 
Sawyer Blackwell 

Andy Chesney 
Samuel Clemmons 

Phil Farco  
John Friday 

Steven Gerner 
Tyler Gizzi 

Cole Johnson 

Daniel Jung 
Dan Leblanc 
David Love 
Gene Lucht 

Jacob McKelvey 
Marc Miles 
Earl Nesbitt 
R.L. Stidger 

Matthew Teklitz 

Golf  Shop  &  Lessons                     
817-685-7888 

  
Glenda Hartsell-Shelton  685-1859 

 General Manager  
               

 Golf Shop 

Dan Walden        685-1841 

 Head Golf Professional 

Logan Merchant       685-1840 

 1st Assist Golf Professional  

 Course Maintenance 

Scott Boven                  685-1658 

 Golf  Superintendent 

 Raven’s Grille       685-1843 

Brent Jackson       685-1898  

 Chef 

Stephanie Kennemer        685-1847 

 F & B Manager 

Traci Morin 

 Asst. F & B Manager 
  

Conference Centre        685-1845 

Leslie Conley  

 Conference Centre Manager   

Caulder Stapleton      685-1852 
 

 Member Relations        685-1849 

Brittany Wilson -Washington  

February Birthdays 

February 14 

Valentines Day  

Raven’s Grille - Closing 

at 2:00pm for regular 

service 

February 21 

MGA Red Ball  

March 14 

MGA St. Patrick’s Day  

March 17-19 

 Spring Break Junior   

 

 

 

April 5  

Easter Brunch  

Apr 11  

MGA Masters   

May 9  

MGA 4-Man Stableford  

June 20 

 MGA US Open  

July 11 

 MGA British Open  

Mondays - $10.95 
Muffuletta Sandwich w/ 1 Side 

Soup: Venison Chili 
 

Tuesdays - $10.95 
Beef Enchiladas w/ Rice & Beans 

Soup: Posole  
 

Wednesdays - $13.95 
Blackened Redfish w/ Dirty Rice 

Soup: Red Beans and Sausage  

Thursdays - $12.95 
Chicken Pesto Pasta  

Soup: Italian Wedding 

 

For more information call the Golf Shop  
At 817-685-1865 or  

Admin at 817-685-1849 

Dates to Remember 

 

 Valentine’s Dinner at Raven’s Grille 

 Visit our website 

 https://www.texasstargolf.com/raven-s-grille 

for the complete menu. Please call the Raven’s 

Grille to make your reservation at 817-685-1847. 

 


